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The President’s Corner
Ryan has been under the weather, so no 
Prez’s Corner Article for this edition.  
Hope you are feeling better Ryan!

Sweet Fix

National Geographic – Health – June ‘08
A. R. Williams

As bacteria grow increasingly resistant to 
antibiotics, doctors around the world are 
rediscovering an old ally: HONEY. A 
popular medicine before the era of modern 
wonder drugs, honey fights bacteria in 
wounds in several ways, including the steady 
production of hydrogen peroxide, an 
antiseptic.  For several years hospitals in 
Asia and Europe have been using bandages 
infused with unusually potent honey from 
the Manuka trees of New Zealand, and now 
U.S. and Canadian institutions are following 
their lead.  The antiseptic strength of each 
batch’s magic bullet – called the Unique 
Manuka Factor – is rated from zero to 25.  
Scientists still haven’t fully identified which 
of more than a hundred possible substances 
packs the powerhouse punch, but its 
presence means there’s a god chance the 
honey will stick as a treatment. 

Notes from the Editor 

I hope everyone is having a great summer and 
that the Honey has been flowing all around 
you!  I was later than usual with my extracting 
this year, but after talking to several members 
it seems I’m not alone.  The work was made 
so much quicker with the use of the Club’s 9 
frame rental extractor. This was the first time I 
had used a cold knife and was skeptical to 
start, but have decided it’s the way to go –
seemed easier to deal with and not as messy! 
It was all well worth the minimal rental fee. 
And, Thanks to Hoyt Rogers for dealing with 
the scheduling of the rental unit.  

Unfortunately, we were unable to attend the 
Summer Picnic – family stuff got in our way!  
However, I hear that it was really nice.  We all 
want to say a special Thanks to Scott Tate for 
hosting the event.

I’d also like to thank BJ Weeks for the 
interesting articles in this issue.
If you have any articles you’d like to share, or 
if you would like to list anything for sale, 
please send them to me or call.
Laney Cagle, lane714@tds.net, 770-893-2635
*The opinions expressed in articles in the 
BeeLine are of the writer & not necessarily of
the CBC Membership*
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2008 Calendar of CBC Meetings
(tentative)

August 21st County Fair/Honey Judging
Bud Champlin & Randy Tudor

September 18th Winter Bee Survival
Bob Binnie, President
GA Beekeepers Association

October 16th Apitherapy
BJ Weeks

*November 21st Holiday Banquet
John Tackett

*December* No Meeting - Happy Holidays!

Regular meetings held on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 7:00 PM at the Cherokee Arts Council building
in Canton, except those noted with *. Recipe Corner

Honey Vinaigrette

2 Tablespoons Honey
½ Tablespoon Champagne 

or White Wine Vinegar
1 Tablespoon Shallot, finely minced

¼ teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper

3 Tablespoons Olive Oil

Whisk together honey and next 4 
ingredients; whisk in oil.

Let this recipe be your basis and then make it 
your own by adding Citrus Juice, Mustard, 
Garlic, Poppy or Sesame Seeds. Use as a 
light dressing for fruit and green salads. 

Quote of the Month

Flowering – When you are stung… you 
were best be packing as fast as you can: 
for the other Bees smelling the ranke 
savor of the poison cast out with the sting, 
will come about you as thicke as haile… 
They are like unto incorrigible shrews: 
There is no dealing with them but by 
patience: though when they sting they are 
sure to have the worst. 

Charles Butler, 1623,
o The Feminine Monarchie

Cherokee Beekeepers Club 
Represented at the Canton Arts 

Festival

5/17 & 18/2008

The club was invited by the Cherokee Arts Council to be 
a part of the Canton Arts Festival.  It turned out to be a 
lovely weekend.  Great weather and nice crowds.  The 
Arts Council provided us a space under their Big Tent, as 
well as space for the demonstration tent.  Nine members 
represented the Club.  Honey and other Bee products 
were sold.   This was a great opportunity to spread the 
word of the importance of Honey Bees and also to 
promote the club and recruit new members.  Let’s plan
on taking advantage of this opportunity again next year.
Also, we need to think of our time at this event as a 
payback for the free use of the Arts Council facility.  A 
recommendation will be made to the Board to have a 
reminder/placeholder on the 2009 calendar for more 
advanced notice.

Bee Culture &
The American Bee Journal

subscribe
at reduced rates (25% off),

as Association Members through the club. 

Remember to Support your                    
Local Farmers Market
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These articles are from the Apitrack Newsletter

USA TO BRING SEMEN FROM TURKEY´S NATIVE BEE TO ENHANCE LOCAL GENETIC DIVERSITY  
UC Davis 7-27-08

When bee breeder-geneticist Susan Cobey of the University of California, Davis, travels to Turkey in 
August for a month long series of scientific meetings, she plans to bring back semen from Turkey’s native 
Caucasian bee stock in hopes of enhancing the genetic diversity of the U.S. honey bee population. 
“Today we have only traces of this stock in the United States, so it will be interesting to add to our gene 
pool,” she said. The Caucasian bee (Apis mellifera caucasica), a dark-colored bee, originates from the 
Caucasus region that separates Europe from Asia.

HEAT AND HONEY BEES DON´T MIX WELL
California Farmer 7-26-08

On days when temperatures exceed 100 degrees F (37.7 degrees Celsius), bees collect more water to 
cool the hive to protect the brood (immature bees) and ward against a meltdown, says UC Davis bee 
specialist Susan Cobey, "Bees reduce their flight activity for nectar and pollen, but collect more water. 
They spread droplets of water and then fan their wings to ventilate and cool the hive."

Cherokee Beekeepers Club
Monthly Meeting Minutes

05/15/2008

The May monthly meeting was opened by President Ryan Sarks at 7:13 pm on Thursday, May 15, 2008.

Old Business 
 On behalf of the Club, Ryan thanked Laney Cagle for hosting the February field trip.

 Treasurer’s Report - Worth Green reported a balance of $3,129.67 in the Club account with pending expenses for the summer 
field trip of approximately $250.

New Business
 Ryan reminded the membership of the upcoming summer field trip to be hosted by Scott Tate.  The field trip will be held at 

Udder Delights and will include a tour of Plant Bowen.  Gerald & Carol Phillips volunteered to coordinate plates, cups, etc; and 
David & Marie Arnold volunteered to coordinate side dishes.  Charlie Lockridge will barbeque chicken and ribs again this year.

 Ryan reminded the membership of the upcoming Canton Arts Festival on May 17/18.  Laney Cagle, the family Sarks, and 
Worth Green have volunteered to work the booth.  Bud Champlin will bring a demo hive and an observation hive.

Presentations
 Trina Barron gave a presentation on Selling Honey & Bee Products; i.e. How to Create A Business. Trina’s presentation was 

well summarized in the handout “Marketing and Selling Your Honey”.  She also reminded the membership that the Club’s web 
site can be used to advertise products, equipment, and services for sale.

 Ryan gave a general overview of Georgia’s rules and regulations for beekeeping and provided two handouts on this topic:  
“Rules of Georgia Department of Agriculture Entomology and Pesticides” and a 9 paragraph handout excerpting Georgia 
legislature statutes.

Ryan Sarks closed the meeting at approximately 8:43 pm. 
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Swarming to Arrest Honey Importers

By Cindy Skrzycki     Tuesday, July 29, 2008

How's this for the plot of a suspense thriller to take to the beach? Contraband worth millions is shipped 
through Russia to disguise its origin. Federal agents, tipped by an informant, move in for an arrest. A 
German executive is apprehended as she is leaving the country. 

Except this tale is real, a sting, if you will, involving the alleged laundering of Chinese honey through Russia 
to avoid high U.S. tariffs, some of it possibly contaminated with banned antibiotics. 

The case is part of a crackdown on importers trying to get honey into the U.S. market at prices that undercut 
domestic producers. Over the past 15 years, U.S. honey producers have complained to the International 
Trade Commission in Washington repeatedly to try to stem such imports from China. A year ago, 221 
percent anti-dumping tariffs were slapped on some shipments. 

Similar skirmishes with Chinese exporters over U.S. trade laws have occurred with garlic and mushrooms. 
Duties on imports of garlic from China, for example, can be as high as 376 percent of the value of the 
shipment. 

"Customs is trying to send a message that they aren't pleased with this petty thuggery stuff," said Michael 
Coursey, an attorney with Kelley Drye &amp; Warren in Washington, who represents American honey 
producers and packers. "This involves a blue-chip honey trader. People couldn't believe this." He was 
referring to the May 23 arrest of two executives in the Chicago office of Alfred L. Wolff, a subsidiary of 
Wolff &amp; Olsen, a Hamburg food distributor. 

Stefanie Giesselbach and Magnus von Buddenbrock have been free on bond since last month, after their 
arrest by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents on a federal criminal complaint. 

Randall Samborn, a spokesman for the U.S. attorney's office in Chicago, said, "They remain free while the 
case is pending further proceedings." No Chinese company was identified in U.S. government documents. 

Ned Marshak, an attorney in New York with Grunfeld, Desiderio, Lebowitz, Silverman &amp; Klestadt, 
which represents about a half-dozen Chinese shippers in other export cases in the United States, said the 
tariff effectively prevents the Chinese from shipping honey into the United States. 

"The trade laws are grossly unfair," Marshak said. "For good or bad, you can make honey in China at low 
cost. It's a question of whether you want a protected industry or free trade." 

Some 75 million pounds of Chinese honey were imported legally into the United States in 2006, almost half 
of domestic production, according to the National Honey Board, an industry-funded organization in 
Firestone, Colo., that promotes honey. That was up from 17 million pounds in 2002, about 10 percent of 
U.S. production. 

Besides making honey, bees are essential to the U.S. agricultural economy because of their role in 
pollinating fruit, vegetable and seed crops. Up to a million colonies of bees, for example, are used to 
pollinate California's 600,000-acre almond crop, the Honey Board says. 

Honey produced in the United States has been declining, in part, because of colony collapse disorder, a 
disease that has been mysteriously killing off bees. 
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According to the government complaint, the German company imported almost $30 million worth of honey 
into the United States since 2005. An informant who worked for Wolff made the allegations about the 
Chinese imports. 

Customs' agents tested nine samples of honey whose shipping documents indicated that they were produced 
in and shipped through Russia, which isn't subject to anti-dumping duties. The lab results showed three of 
the samples contained honey produced in China, the complaint said. 

When agents searched Wolff's Chicago office, they seized documents that showed the company had sold an 
adulterated shipment to an unidentified company in Texas at a discount rate, the complaint said. E-mails 
showed other shipments from Poland and Ukraine were mislabeled. 

"Neither Alfred L. Wolff, nor any of its employees, have been charged for any offence," Anita Bénech, 
spokeswoman for the company, said in an e-mailed statement. She said the two employees resigned. If 
formally charged and convicted, Giesselbach and von Buddenbrock could spend up to five years in prison 
and pay a $250,000 fine. "These are two very fine people. They are not criminals," said James Marcus, a 
Chicago criminal trial lawyer representing Giesselbach. 

For U.S. beekeepers, the arrests were long overdue and are part of a recovery in the price of U.S. honey. 
"The whole industry was in state of jubilation," Richard Adee, of family-owned Adee Honey Farms in 
Bruce, S.D., said of the Wolff case. "Everyone knew what was going on. We just wanted someone to act."

Skrzycki is a regulatory columnist with Bloomberg News. She can be reached atcskrzycki@bloomberg.net.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CBC Library

*If anyone has outstanding Library items, please return them to the next meeting!

A Year in the Life of an Apiary How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Beekeeping - A Complete Owner's Manual Increase Essentials

Beekeeping - A Practical Guide
Observation Hives: How to Set Up, Manage, and Use 
an Observation Hive

Bees - Lectures By Rudolf Steiner Queen Management
Bees in America - How The Honey Bee Shaped a 
Nation Queen Rearing and Bee Breeding
Bees Were Their Business Setting Up a Package Swarm
First Lessons in Beekeeping Small Scale Honey Harvesting
Following The Bloom - Across America w/ Migratory 
Beekeepers The Candle Maker's Companion
Health and The Honey Bee The Class Room

Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers The Healthy Taste of Honey
Honey - From Hive to Honey Pot The Joys of Beekeeping
Honey Bee Biology & Beekeeping The Life and Times of the Honeybee

Honey Bee Pests, Predators, & Diseases The Queen Must Die
How Do Bees Make Honey
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Cherokee Beekeepers Club Contacts:           www.cherokeebeeclub.com
      

Ryan Sarks, President beehavenapiaries@gmail.com 770-735-2882
Bud Champlin, V-Pres.    champlin@tds.net           770- 735-4036
Randy Tudor, Past President rtudor@att.net            706-692-9224
Trina Barron, Secretary              2tbarron@comcast.net            770-664-8707
Worth Green, Treasurer worthf@bellsouth.net           770-442-1706    
Laney Cagle, Bee Line Editor    lane714@tds.net                        770 -893-2635
B. J. Weeks             bnweeks@juno.com                        770-735-3263

Other Resource Contacts

Barry Smith
Manager Apiary Program
Georgia Dept. of Agriculture
P.O. Box 114
Tifton, GA 31793
Phone: 912-386-3464
E-mail: bsmith@agr.state.ga.us

Dr. Keith S. Delaplane 
Professor of Entomology 
University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 30602
Phone: 706-542-1765
E-mail: ksd@arches.uga.edu

Jennifer Berry 
University of Georgia
Apicultural Research Coordinator 
1221 Hog Mountain Road 
Watkinsville, GA 30677 
Phone: 706-769-1736
E-mail: jbee@bugs.ent.uga.edu

Paul J. Pugliese, MPPPM
ANR County Extension Agent
The University of Georgia
Cherokee Cnty Extension Svc
130 East Main Street, Suite 200
Canton, GA 30114
Tel: 770-479-0419
Fax: 770-479-0565
Email: pugliese@uga.edu
http://www.ugaextension.com/Cherokee

Rick Jasperse, Coordinator
Pickens County Extension Svc.
Jasper, GA
Phone: 770-253-8840
E-mail: rickj@uga.edu

Sue Smith, Director
Etowah High School Vo-Ag
Woodstock, GA
Phone: 770-926-4411
Email: sue.smith@cherokee.k12.ga.us

Georgia Beekeepers Association

Mr.Bob Binnie, President
256 Neptune Lane
Lakemont, GA 30556
(706) 782-6722
president@gabeekeeping.com
www.gabeekeeping.com

Metro Atlanta Beekeepers 
Association

Richard Kiefer, President
E-mail:  
president@metroatlantabeekeepers.org
www.metroatlantabeekeepers.org

Northeast Georgia Beekeepers 
Association

John Haaseth
706-865-1085
Clarkesville, Georgia

Tara Beekeepers Association

Tom Bonnell, President 

Forsyth County Beekeepers Club

Andy Bailey, President –
4715 McCoy Circle
Cumming, GA 30040
(770) 530-6397
andy.bailey@siemens.com

Northwest Georgia Beekeepers 
Club

David B. Reed, President
6807 Cedar Wood Court
East Ridge, TN 37412
reeddavidb@comcast.net
Phone: 423-892-2132 Cell: 423-413-7359


